
Amhara Region is located in the northern part 
of Ethiopia with an estimated population of 22.5 
million1 that comprises 22 per cent of the total 
population.

The regional economy is heavily dependent on 
agriculture with subsistence farming. 
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Despite the fall in stunting rates between 2011 and 
2019, some 41 per cent of children under the age of 
5 are stunted, the third highest stunting prevalence 
rate in Ethiopia.  Children in overcrowded areas, like 
sites for the displaced, are particularly vulnerable to 
stunting due to poor sanitation and hygiene, which 
also leads to frequent outbreaks of acute watery 
diarrhoea.3 
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Nutrition

Access to and the quality of pre-primary education 
remain a major challenge. Only 17.9 per of children 
aged 4-6 years access pre-primary but most of 
them are poorly prepared for education. Despite a 
high enrolment in primary education, many children 
who attended school fail to master basic skills, such 
as literacy and numeracy due to unskilled teachers, 
irrelevant curriculum, and inadequate learning 
materials. Poor quality education contributes to the 
high number of children who drop out4.

Net Enrolment Ratio for pre-primary 
education (children aged 4-6) is 17.7% 
17.7% girls and 18.1% boys

Net Enrolment Ratio for primary educa-
tion (grade 1-6) is 83.9% 82.6% girls and 
85.2% boys

Net Enrolment Ratio for secondary edu-
cation (grade 9-12) 35.5% 37.8% girls and 
33.1% boys
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In terms of WASH, with 64 per cent of households 
having access to improved drinking water sources, 
the water situation seems less grave than other 
regions. However, reliability of water supply (24/7) 
and the distance of the water source to homes is 
still a challenge with problems felt in major towns, 
including the regional capital Bahir Dar. Poor 
sanitation is a major challenge in the region with 1.7 
per cent coverage of improved sanitation facilities 
in the country and 32 per cent of population 
practicing open defecation.1

WASH

Programme Overview

Health

Amhara region has made progress in health in 
recent years with the largest fall in under-five 
mortality rate between 2005-2016. Indications too 
are that maternal health care is improving; notably, 
the percentage of pregnant women seeking 
antenatal care at 83 per cent is significantly above 
the national average of 74 per cent.

However, the region has one of the highest neonatal 
mortality rate with 47 infants dying in the first 28 
days of birth. The quality of maternal, newborn and 
child health services are poor. As a result, many 
children lose their lives to preventable diseases, 
including diarrhoea, acute respiratory infections, 
malaria, and vaccine-preventable diseases2   
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use improved 
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The neonatal mortality rate 
is 47 per 1,000 live births.

The under-five mortality rate is 
85 per 1000 live birth

The infant mortality rate is 
67 per 1,000 live births



Social Policy

Child Protection

Amhara has one of the highest child marriage rates 
in Ethiopia at 43 per cent. Also, the prevalence of 
female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) among 
girls and women aged 15 to 19 years is at 62 per 
cent  which is high but slightly under the national 
average (65 per cent). Encouragingly, the rate is 
decreasing with the younger age group (15-19) 
having a lower prevalence rate than older age 
groups.5
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Over the past 20 years, monetary poverty has 
declined. Despite the climatic and security 
challenges, the agricultural sector has grown 
and some of the poorest are now benefitting 
from the Rural and Urban Productive Safety Net 
Programme. In 2015/16 26.1 per cent of Amhara’s 
population lived below the poverty line compared 
to the national average of 23.5 per cent which is far 
more than the SDG 2030 target of 13.1 per cent. 
Moreover, the food poverty rate at 31.3 per cent is 
the second highest of all regions6

26.1% 44%
live below poverty line of children under 18 are 

deprived of six basic needs 
or services

The Amhara regional authorities have identified 
11.6 million people in need of relief assistance in 
Amhara region, out of which 6.7 million are targeted 
to be reached with humanitarian intervention 
efforts through the Government and partners. 
Interruptions of water supply due to power outage, 
increasing cases of malnutrition among children 
and mothers, disruptions to learning and teaching 
continue to be reported in the region.

Humanitarian                           
Situation

UNICEF reached an estimated:

2,300,000 children with nutritional 
services

380,000 children with basic WASH 
services 

130,500 children with educational 
support 

36,000 children and women with child 
protection services

24,000 children and women with 
social protection services

2,000,000 people with life-saving 
emergency assistance in response to 
conflict/drought/floods

315,000 children with basic health 
services 

Key results 
achieved in 2021



200,000 children with educational 
support

6,000 flood affected population with 
social protection services 

3,100,000 people with life-saving 
emergency assistance in response to 
conflict/drought/floods

300,000 children with basic health 
services 

UNICEF plans to reach an estimated:

2,300,000 children with nutritional 
services

70,000 children and women with 
child protection services

600,000 children with basic WASH 
services 

UNICEF Ethiopia

P.O.Box 1169

Telephone: +251115184000

Email: ethcommunication@unicef.org

Key targets in 2022


